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 When I was four and for a number of years later, I knew only one thing about Lent. It was not about fasting or giving 
something up. It was not about the color purple. Nor was it about the devil tempting Jesus in the wilderness. The 
only thing I knew about Lent was that there was a special offering called the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

       One Sunday in early spring, we were given cardboard banks in the shape of a church (not a fish) in Church 
School. Throughout the next six weeks I would put pennies and even nickels in the bank. I learned that all that we 
gave, however little or however much, would help people in need, especially those who were hungry or refugees or 
whose homes and lives had been turned upside down in disaster and war. For people in the church, including       
children like me, there could hardly be a better way to follow in the footsteps of Jesus than to show our care and 
love for others by generously giving all we could. And it was wonderful to see a shelf full of little cardboard church 
banks and I set my bank on the shelf beside them on Palm Sunday or Easter. 

       The One Great Hour of Sharing was introduced in 1946, after the end of the World War II as an ecumenical effort 
to raise one million dollars in one hour for world relief. It really got going in 1949 (75 years ago) with a broadcast 
that included President Truman, leaders from a number of denominations, and other  well known folks. Since then, 
there have been changes, but the essential purpose remains the same: to collect a special offering for those in 
need.     

       The PCUSA raises funds for hunger relief; building dignity through self-development of peoples; and providing 
assistance in disasters and their aftermath. In fact, over the past decade, communities and congregations in         
Herkimer and Oneida counties in Utica Presbytery have received disaster assistance. That includes us, First          
Presbyterian Church of Ilion. PDA gave us a grant to help rebuild the basement after flooding. Think about what this 
congregation has been able to do as a result, the impact in serving the community through meals and wellness. 

        It has been many decades since I dedicated my first offering to OGHS. It matters even more now to provide   
relief in scarcity and the distress of violence, war, and hatred. Please join in this offering for our troubled world. 
Cardboard fish and envelopes abound for the taking. We will dedicate our OGHS offering on Easter Sunday. 

Peace and all good to you, 

Betsy 

         
_________________________________________________________ 
 
We are still attempting to update our email listing for online bulletins and the monthly newsletter.  If  you are not on 
our list and have an email,  please send it to me so I can update my list and possibly remove some names from the 
mailing list.  Thank you, Judy. 



 

Prayer List:  

 Men and women who protect us and our freedoms                                                    

Sue Cate (Marty March’s niece)  Sharon Chasteen   Brianna Nicole   Carole Jean 

Crimmins   Scott Darling    Allan Dickinson   Barry Doolen  Ed Douglas & family  

Lou Gemelli  Ken Gill  Bill & Julie Hulser & granddaughters   Susan Jones  Valerie Keller  

Jeffrey Maine  Wes Maine   Joe Maneen   Joan Matteson    Rebecca Mento   Claire Miller     

Henry & Sue Miller   The Orendorfs  Mary Ratajack (Beth Margulis’ friend)  Patricia Ruller  

Donna Pritchard & Family  Fred & Jean Sullivan   Sue Thuener    Utica Presbytery  Ed 

Vennaro  Tony Vennera  Laurie Voultsios   Jim Wildey   Mike, whose parents are         

missionaries in Brazil        Prayers for protection & healing for Kassandra & our homeless 

population 

We join Utica Presbytery in praying for: Stone Presbyterian Church, Clinton  

First Presbyterian Church, Cooperstown  The Committee on Ministry, of the 

Presbytery of Utica  United Lutheran Presbyterian Parish, Dolgeville  

Forestport Presbyterian Church, Foresport 

Worship Responsibilities 

March 3  Reader—Steve Getman                                                                                                                                       

Betsy Jay           Greeter – Karen Macrina 

                 Communion  servers –Karen Macrina, Sue Backus  

   Fellowship — Class Act                                     

 

March 10  Reader – Anita Smith 

Martie Fischer  Greeter – Carol Okusko 

   Fellowship – Deacons 

 

March 17  Reader – Jan Heap 

 Betsy Jay                Greeter – Sandy Eldredge 

   Fellowship – Choir 

 

March 24  Reader – Sue Backus 

Cory Jones       Greeter –Anita Smith 

Palm  Sunday Fellowship - Deacons 

 

March 31  Reader — 

Betsy Jay  Greeter — 

Easter  Communion Servers — 

   Fellowship — Religious Studies 

 

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY 

THE OFFICE WHEN YOU HAVE 

A LOVED ONE IN THE  

HOSPITAL, OR IN NEED OF  

PASTORAL CARE. 

Maundy Thursday 

 Communion Service 

March 28th at 7:00 P.M. 



 

FREE DINNER 

                               

                   Lenten Luncheon Schedule 
 

February 21 - St. Augustine, 78 Second St., Ilion 

 

February 28 - Morning Star/First United Methodist 

                        Acme Road, Frankfort  

 

March 6        - First Presbyterian Church—90 Morgan St., Ilion 

 

March 13       - Herkimer Reformed Church—102 Church St., 

                         (corner of Main St.), Herkimer 

 

March 20       - OPEN 

 

March 27        - Trinity Lutheran — 443 Henry St., (corner of 

                          German St.), Herkimer 

March 14th 

Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Beverage & Dessert 

March 28th 

Turkey a la King 

Veggie, Bev., & Dessert 
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