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As years come to an end we often look back to see where we have been so that we
can be sure we are moving in the right direction. That has been difficult the last couple of years because things in the world have changed so drastically. Now as we
begin to move out of the pandemic into whatever will be the new normal it is good to
think about how much God has done for us in this season of change.
As we approach Thanksgiving I believe we at First Presbyterian have so much to be
thankful for. We have survived the pandemic, and in many ways we are a stronger
church because of it, but we have not only survived, we have thrived as well. Our
mission work continued throughout the entire time. The building has been cared for
and improvements made. We have new people and faces in worship and attendance
is higher than it has been in some time. Giving is up; in spite of all the struggles and
challenges you have remained faithful to God’s vision through this church.
Our annual pledge day this year will be Nov 21. That is the Sunday before Thanksgiving which is most appropriate because our giving is an expression of our thankfulness to God and the many ways in which we have been blessed.
As you read this newsletter you will find articles from the committees of the church
outlining all the ways that God has been served by your giving. Read them over, I
think you will be amazed at how much we do. Even though we are a small church we
serve a big God who blesses the work of our hands and hearts.
Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of this church we
all call home. As you sit with your pledge card take time to consider how God has
blessed you and your families, then pledge your time, your talent, and your treasure
as a way of saying thank you to the one who is always with us and will never leave us
or forsake us.
Ever Thankful,
Pastor Rick

Prayer List:
Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.
Tom Backus (Lynn’s son) Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughter) Allan Dickinson
Barry Doolen Keith Doremus Betty Foor Gale Hatch Loren Hughes Julie Hulser & granddaughter, Jocelyn Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend) Christine Lawrence Barbara Maley Joe Maneen
John & Linda Manser (Denise G) Marty March Joan Matteson The Mikoski Family (Rick’s
friends) Laureen Mitchell Anne Montalone Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Folks)
Millie Ritter Patricia Ruller Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo) Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s
mother) Ted & Anita Smith Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s mother) Anna Strong Sue Thomas
Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)

Gregg & Donna Pritchard, of Ilion, are happy to announce the marriage of their daughter, Laura Pritchard, to Nicholas Berretta, son of
Genevieve and the late Vito Berretta of Brooklyn, NY.
The couple met during their studies at Binghamton University in
2008. They currently reside in Brooklyn where Laura works as a
Criminalist for the NYPD and Nicholas works as a Firefighter for the
FDNY.
I got a note from Jan McGraw this week. She has moved permanently to Florida
to be near her son & his family. She gave me permission to share: 1027 Marlin
Lakes Circle, Apt. 1326, Sarasota, FL 34232. Her phone # is 315-351-6763 . She
reports that it is lovely there & she loves her new place. She was living at
Schuyler Commons in Deerfield.
She mostly communicates thru her email: janmcgraw24@gmail.com

The Mission, Interpretation & Stewardship Committee’s Success
Is Due to Your “Thankful Giving”
As we approach Stewardship Sunday, many of you may wonder how your pledge
can make a difference; there is still so much to do to help others in our community.
This committee is constantly looking for ways to help as many people as possible.
Let me tell you how your money has helped us reach out in the community.
--Moneys were donated to the Presbyterian Women and the Presbyterian
Home/PAWS Walk.
--At Easter time, 60 $10.00 gift cards were donated to Catholic Charities to
help offset the cost of an Easter meal for those who experience food insecurity.
--The nurses at all 3 CVA ‘elementary’ schools receive money to help purchase
things for children in need. And many children come to school with needs, whether it
be socks, a sweater, or a coat.
--Our school initiatives program once again met the individual needs of each
particular school. Fischer Elementary required children’s masks for K-2 grades – we
sent 1,000 masks. They also asked for anti-bacterial wipes; and like last year, we purchased 48-100 count canisters.
Barringer Road also received 48-100 count canisters of anti-bacterial wipes. Their
needs were different; they requested hand sanitizer lotion to refill dispensers
throughout the school. We were able to supply them with 4 gallons.
--The Brooks Bar-B-Q fundraiser was indeed a day to remember. It was so
wonderful to see our church and non-church members pitching in to make a difference for the library, a very important part of the Ilion community.
--‘Pies for the People’ day is quickly approaching. Our committee supplies freshly made (with love) pumpkin pies through Catholic Charities, to once again, let the people know that our church cares for them and they are not forgotten.
Each year our committee searches for more ways to be a presence in our community in as many ways as possible. The only way we can do that is by your selfless
and ‘thankful’ giving on Pledge Sunday. You make our MIS vision successful.

THIS IS A REVIEW OF THE BUILDINGS and GROUNDS COMMITTEE’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS
AND
FUTURE PLANS FROM JANUARY FIRST, 2021 TO PRESENT AND SOME FUTURE PLANS.
THE COMMITTEE IS COMPRISED OF SUE THOMAS, LYNN BACKUS, DON LAMPHEAR, GEORGE
GULLIS WITH PASTOR RICK OVERSEEING OUR MEETINGS.
WE SOLICITED A QUOTE FROM EGAN CHURCH RESTORATIONS LOCATED IN RHODE ISLAND,
TO REMOVE THE EXISTING OPAQUE GLASS COVERINGS, REPAIR AND PAINT THE FRAMEWORK AS NECESSARY AND INSTALL CLEAR, INSULATED GLASS OVER THE STAINED
GLASS. THIS IS THE ENTIRE SANCTUARY AND ONE LARGE WINDOW IN THE STUDY ROOM
ABOVE THE PASTORS OFFICE. THE QUOTE WAS IN EXCESS OF 200,000 DOLLARS. WE DETERMINED THE COST OUT WEIGHED THE POTENTIAL BENEFIT AND WOULD NOT BE A WISE DECISION TO HAVE IT DONE AT THIS TIME.

WE PURCHASED TWO REMOTE CEILING FANS AND HAD THEM INSTALLED IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. THIS IS TO CIRCULATE THE WARM AIR MORE EFFICIENTLY DURING THE HEATING SEASON.
WE HAD THE FLUORESCENT LIGHTS IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL CONVERTED TO LED UNITS
THE UTILITY ROOM IN THE BASEMENT IS COMPLETE AND OPERATIONAL.
ALL THE ACTIVE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS HAVE BEEN INSPECTED. SOME HAVE BEEN REPLACED.
THE COMMUNION WARE STORAGE CABINET HAS BEEN MODIFIED FOR EASIER ACCESS.
WE HAVE FRAMED AND INSTALLED DRYWALL OVER THE EXPOSED HEAT PIPES IN THE LIBRARY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM ON THE SECOND FLOOR.
INSULATED GLASS AND AN INSULATED LOWER PANEL HAS BEEN INSTALLED IN THE DOOR
LEADING TO THE PARKING LOT FROM THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.
WE HAVE MONITORED THE BOY SCOUT EAGLE PROJECT FROM START TO FINISH.
THIS INCLUDED SEALING AND STRIPING THE LOT. JUST PRIOR TO THE BOY SCOUT PROJECT
WE HAD ALMOST HALF OF THE PARKING LOT RE PAVED.
WE HIRED A LOCAL LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR TO MAINTAIN OUR LAWNS.
WE RECOMMENDED TO SESSION TO REPLACE DAN PADDOCK AS SEXTON WITH JUDY NUDO.
SHE WILL DO THE INTERIOR CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE. DAN IS OFF TO COLLEGE IN
SOUTH CAROLINA. WE'RE STILL TRYING TO FIND SOMEONE TO DO SNOW BLOWING AND
STEP SHOVELING.
A WHOLE BUILDING SURGE PROTECTOR HAS BEEN INSTALLED.
DISINFECTION EQUIPMENT AND DISINFECTING CHEMICALS HAVE BEEN PURCHASED THAT
CAN "FOG" ANY ROOM IN THE BUILDING.
WINDOW TRIM ON TWO LARGE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS HAS BEEN REPAIRED AND
PAINTED. PIECES OF EXTERIOR OPAQUE GLASS HAVE BEEN RESEATED.
THE VERTICAL PLATFORM LIFT AGAIN PASSED A REQUIRED INSPECTION.

WE ARE CURRENTLY MAKING PLANS FOR REPAIRS AND ENHANCEMENTS TO THE BUILDING IN PREPARATION FOR THE 150 YEAR ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION.
IT HAS BEEN AND IS OUR PLEASURE TO SERVE THE CHURCH AS MEMBERS OF THE BUILDINGS and GROUNDS COMMITTEE.

BUDGET & FINANCE NOTE
As we enter budget season, we are thankful for the financial support by the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Ilion. Pledge and other local income continue to be significantly ahead of 2020. Although we
have transferred $40,000 from the endowment to the operating checking account so far this year, that
amount is lower than in recent years. Investment performance has been excellent so that even with these
transfers, the total balance of the checking and endowment (Memorial) accounts is more than $1500 higher
than it was as of January 1, 2021.
On a separate note, First Presbyterian Church of Ilion has two funds which are available to assist with educational expenses. One is the Spence Scholarship Loan Fund. Session can approve loans of up to $500.00
per year for up to 4 years to anyone enrolled in an accredited educational institution. No interest is incurred
while the student is enrolled in school. Repayment can be arranged on very reasonable terms after graduation when the borrower embarks on their life’s work. This fund does not require the applicant to be a member of our congregation, but preference is given to those with some connection to our church. Applications
can be made through the church office at any time during the year.
A different resource, the Burnett Scholarship Fund, is available only to members of the church. This provides for distribution of all the income from the fund to be divided among approved recipients. The evaluation of need is done by U.S. Trust Company after Session reviews applicants to confirm membership and
makes recommendations. Applications are usually made so they can be processed and available before the
beginning of the next academic year (usually by June 30th). For this year, there have been no applicants.
Any application should be submitted before December 1st because this years’ distribution must be completed
by December 31st. More than $5,000 is available. This is a scholarship grant which does not have to be repaid. Please contact the church office for an application form.
Although applicants have traditionally been youths graduating from high school, the funds are available can
be available to adults who may be returning to school to prepare for a new career.

Reprinting here in case you don’t print your weekly bulletin:
Tudy Brooks has left for TX to spend the holidays with Bob & his family.
Weather permitting she plans to be back in NY for the New Year. The address
there is 95 Pascal Lane, Austin TX 78746. Phone: 315-916-9600 Her email is
tudybrooks@yahoo.com. Her birthday is Nov. 17!
Sue Thuener has gone to FL for the winter. Her address is 239 Grape Rd.
NW, Lake Placid FL 33852 Her email is suelee@prodigy.net. Phone is 315-8685397

I saw this on Facebook. Maybe some would like to go to this concert. Dominic will be playing for us
at our 150th Anniversary celebration next year.
This one will be his first recital since the pandemic! Given in celebration of the 125th anniversary of
the parish.

Did you ever wonder why Veterans’ Day is on the 11th of November and
does not change? World War I ended on the 11th day of the 11th month at the 11th
hour.

I once saw a man selling poppies stop a lady and ask if he could re-position
her poppy. While doing so he told the lady she should wear the poppy on the
right side; the red represents the blood of all those who gave their lives,
the black represents the mourning of those who didn’t have their loved
ones return home and the green leaf represents the grass and crops growing and future prosperity after the war destroyed so much. The leaf should
be positioned at 11 o’clock to represent the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month, the time that World War I formally ended. He was worried that
younger generations wouldn’t understand this and his generation wouldn’t be around for
much longer to teach them. We must remember those from our current wars too!
For those that do not know, the eleventh day of the eleventh month is Veterans Day! Please
pass this knowledge on to those who don’t know the meaning and who care enough to know.
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