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Awaken to New Paths
Having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.
—Matthew 2.12
Having been warned in a dream not to return to Covid, the world has been seeking the path by another road, a hoped
for road of health and wholeness that restores community and all that is familiar and joyful in our lives together. But
alas, these unpaved, untrod roads are fraught with starts and stops, and snags and snares.
I asked a friend what they needed to hear about in a pastor’s newsletter article and they said, “A changed world.” This
friend and I took different journeys to arrive at our understandings of “a changed world”, and we’re okay with that
because we both believe that God is at work in the world. Who in their wildest imagination would think a baby born
in Bethlehem could change the world forever? Who could know the number of lives that would be touched, changed,
transformed, and ultimately saved by this one child? Only god could know, and God still knows.

As we live into another Advent and Christmas season, still bearing the scars and grief of Covid, Matthew 2:12 helps
remind me that Joseph and Mary’s plans for their lives were disrupted by something far greater than they could have
imagined. Some of my dreams for this season are coming true. All things being equal at this November 10th writing,
we will be worshiping together in person on Christmas Eve at 7:00. There will be other special plans for this season as
well and when they are finalized, you will be the first to know. Still, some of my dreams will not be realized and I’m
okay with that because I know that God is in all of it.
Beloved of God, this will be another difficult Christmas, but the good news is that the God of our past and the God
who is coming, is the same God who dwells with us even now. The God of light is with us in our dreams - both terrifying and sweet, just as God is with us in the realities of our shadowed valleys and joyful celebrations. Our paths
through this season of Advent and Christmas may be different, but they will all end up in the same place – in the presence of the Incarnate God, Jesus, the Christ child. Amen.
“May Christ be born in your heart,
the presence of God with you and within you,
the love of God alive in you anew,
the companionship of Jesus beside you,
the light of God to show your way.
May the Christ child awaken your love,
and evoke your joy and gratitude.
May your Christmas be truly holy,
deep with love and beauty,
rich with hope and joy.” (Steve Garnaas-Holmes)
Peace and Joy for the Season, Pastor Rick

Prayer List:

Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.
Tom Backus (Lynn’s son) Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughter) Allan
Dickinson Barry Doolen Keith Doremus Betty Foor Gale Hatch Loren Hughes
Julie Hulser & granddaughter, Jocelyn Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend) Anna LaBella
Christine Lawrence Barbara Maley Joe Maneen John & Linda Manser (Denise G)
Marty March Joan Matteson Laureen Mitchell Anne Montalone New Hartford
Presbyterian Church Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Folks) Sue Riggle
Patricia Ruller Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo) Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s
mother) Ted & Anita Smith Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s mother) Sue Thomas
Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)

Remember to order your poinsettias right away!
Only red available after Dec. 1. $6.50 ea. Call the
office or see Lesa on Sunday.
Deadline for donations for other funds is Dec. 20.
BUILDING and GROUNDS
Church Mutual Insurance Co. (our carrier), has suggested a retaining rail system be
installed at the front of the balcony for safety and to meet codes. So, we are in the
process of installing a pipe railing system anchored to the balcony shelf. After
installing the rail it will be painted and sealed with a clear lacquer. A plexiglass shield
will also be installed in front of the rail to keep objects and small people from sliding over
the front of the balcony and onto anyone below.
We have signed a snow plowing, shoveling and snow blowing contract with Mike's
Landscaping for the winter season of 2021/2022. He will plow the parking lot AND
shovel the steps AND remove snow from the sidewalks as necessary. Tim
Schumacher has plowed our parking lot for many years. He has done very well
meeting our plowing needs but does not shovel or snow blow. Thank you very much
Tim.
The interior of our building is looking pretty good again. It’s clean. The floors are mopped.
The clear glass windows are clean. The bathrooms are clean. When you see Judy, thank
her for the nice job she's doing.

The Mission, Interpretation & Stewardship Committee
The last blood drive of the year was held on Wednesday, November 10th in the community room.
We met our goal; there were 18 total donors with 20 units collected. Those 20 units have the potential to save 60 lives. We already have 2 of the 3 drives scheduled for 2022, one in March and
one in July. The need for blood donors and blood is ongoing. The pandemic has decreased the
number of donors and consequently the supply of blood is quite low. If you have never donated
blood before and are able, please consider it next year.
Once again MIS sponsored and prepared (with additional help from other caring individuals)
pumpkin pies for Catholic charities. These pies were given out along with a Thanksgiving meal to
senior citizens in London Towers and Prindle apartments in Ilion. Many thanks to Karen Macrina,
Carol Okusko, Betty Foor, and Kelly Wenzel for helping make this a fun and rewarding day.
The Class Act exercise class makes up baskets during Christmas to be raffled off. This year any
and all money raised will be donated to Parkinson Awareness in loving memory of Pat and Marge
Moylan. There are 6 baskets that have been beautifully made up by Carol Brown of the 10:00 a.m.
class. Each basket has a list of what is included inside. The tickets are $1.00 for 1 ticket, or $2.00
for 3 tickets. The baskets will be on display for another 2 weeks; so please stop by and look. Susan
Backus (or another MIS member) has tickets to buy. You never know, you may be a lucky winner!!
MIS has a “pay it forward” initiative coming on Sunday, December 5. I hope to see you in church
this Sunday. “)

Our Christmas Eve Service
will be held at 7:00 pm
here in our sanctuary.
The Annual Community
Christmas Eve Service will
be held at First Baptist
Church with Candle lighting
& singing of Silent Night
at 11:00pm. Everyone is invited to attend.
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