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12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. ( Hebrews 12:12)
One of the ancient Roman Gods was named Janus. He was depicted as having two faces on his head, one
looking forward and one looking back. It is a good image for the church to consider from time to time. As
we have studied the Book of Confessions in Sunday School we have found it helpful to see a kind of path
from there to here. It is comforting in its assurance that God is always with us wherever we are, and it is enlightening to see times where the church has made mistakes in its understanding.
We are reminded of the bedrock of our faith, we are encouraged to grow and learn from the past, and we
look ahead to our own future, wanting to be a part of that great cloud of witnesses that the author of Hebrews tells us about. Think about it - there is a great choir out there cheering us on, watching over us, and
participating with us in the eternal life of God’s church.
Keeping this in mind, let me remind you all that Sunday November 31 is All Saints Sunday. The time when
we remember and celebrate all those who have gone before us. Our parents, and family, spouses and for
some of us children. We lift up those who helped us along the way. The Sunday school teacher who spent a
little extra time with us, the church member who took us under their wing. The pastor who helped us grow
in faith. All of those saints who are a part of that choir.
We don’t just remember them, but we remember that they are urging us to be better, to be more, to be the
people of God together.
My invitation to you this year is to bring pictures of those people in your life who have meant so much to
you. We will take those pictures and make a display so that the cloud of witnesses can be seen that morning
in worship. They are always there with us but it is always good to be reminded.

So please bring your pictures in the next few weeks and drop them off in the office, or with me after worship and then be ready to celebrate who we have been, who we are, and who we can be.
God’s blessings
Pastor Rick
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The World says, “show me and I will believe.”
The Word says, “believe and I will show you.”

Prayer List:
Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.
Tom Backus (Lynn’s son) Family of Leo Boucher Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughter) Allan Dickinson Barry Doolen Betty Foor Gale Hatch Betty Helmer Loren Hughes
Julie Hulser & granddaughter, Jocelyn Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend) Christine Lawrence Barbara
Maley Marty March Joan Matteson The Mikoski Family (Rick’s friends) Laureen Mitchell
Anne Montalone Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Folks) Millie Ritter Carol Robinson
Patricia Ruller Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo) Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s mother)
Anita Smith Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s mother) Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)

October Worship Leaders
October 3

Reader— George Gullis

Communion servers— George Gullis
Setup—

The meaning of life is
to find your gift; the
purpose of life is to
give it away.
—William Shakespeare

Ushers—Christine Lawrence
Fellowship— Class Act
October 10

Preacher—Martie Fischer
Reader— Don Lamphear

Ushers—
Fellowship—
October 17

Reader—Steve Getman

Ushers— Christine Lawrence
Fellowship— Christine Lawrence
October 24

Reader— Joan Matteson

Ushers—
Fellowship—
October 31

It's easier to do a
job right than to
explain why you
didn't.
--Martin Van Buren

Hallowe’en & Noisy Sunday
Reader—

Ushers—
Fellowship— Janet Darling

The only failure in life is in not trying.

I (Lesa) recently received a text from Bill Mitchell, third son of Rev. Maurice Mitchell, who
lives in California. He has graciously allowed me to share his post. He said, “No problem!
Add away!”
The fires so far have affected us with little more than smoky skies. The french fire in the
local mountains burned about 26,000 acres, but was contained. Now, the news is talking
about burning in Sequoia/Kings Canyon national park, and endangering the General
Sherman Tree. We have camped, backpacked, and in the winter have done quite a bit of
cross country skiing. Now, with the drought, things are pretty grim in the parks. The Sherman tree is special as it is thought to be the largest tree in the world with a height approaching 300 feet and a base that is more than 100 feet to walk around. It is thought to
be 2500 years old. While these trees have survived fires before, with the scarcity if water,
the root systems, which lie jus below the surface, may not be able to hold the trees up.
We're keeping our fingers crossed, The attached pictures: 1. Denise (his wife) on a fairly
unknown path on Redwood Mountain in Kings Canyon. 2. Bill in a burn scar on one of
the big babies.

I hope these pictures aren’t too
dark to see. The second one
shows Bill standing inside the
dree - I tried lightening it, so
it’s a little better.
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