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Have you ever wondered why we pray? Prayer is one of the central spiritual disciplines of faith. It is so im-

portant that in 1 Thessalonians the Apostle Paul urges everyone to "pray without ceasing." Certainly a 

daunting task, especially when sometimes prayer can feel empty  

and pointless. Sometimes our prayers can seem like they have turned into a sort of cosmic wish‐list, where 

we tell God what we would like to happen in our lives, the lives of our friends and  

family, in the world. We rattle off lists of situations and hurts that we would like for God to address, and 

while I believe that God listens to these cries of our hearts, I know that sometimes when my prayers feel like 

a to‐do list to God they can feel hollow. I wonder sometimes, why am I telling God, when God knows al-

ready. In these times I return to the question, why do we pray, and I always find the answer to be we pray to 

connect with God.  

 

Henri Nouwen writes, "prayer is first of all listening to God. It's openness. God is always speaking, God is 

always doing something." When our prayers feel dull perhaps this is a reminder that prayer is not only 

about us speaking to God, but also us listening for God.  

 

How often do you call a friend or relative on the phone, tell them the things they can do for you and the 

things that are going on in your life, then thank them for listening, and hang up? I doubt that friend would 

appreciate it much, or take your calls for long. But how often do we allow our prayers to be moments of si-

lence, when we listen to how God is speaking and moving. We pray not only to share our lives with God, but 

we also open ourselves up for God to share Godself with us.  

 

Henri Nouwen goes on to write, "I know the only way for me to see the world is to see it through God's 

eyes." And this is another reason why we pray. When we listen for God, when we notice how God is moving, 

we begin to see the world through God's eyes. Prayer is transformative in this way, it trains our vision to see 

the beloved‐ness of the world more clearly. It helps us to see the places of light and hope that shine in the 

darkness.  

 

So why do we pray? The answer is there are many reasons, more reasons than I could list or even under-

stand. But ultimately it has to do with the way God desires connection with us and we need and desire con-

nection with God.  

One final quote from Henri Nouwen: "the only way to pray is to pray, and the only way to pray well is to 

pray much." There is no right or wrong way to pray, no prayer of the heart that is better than any other. And 

there is no better time to pray than now, right in this moment. Take the time to sit with God in prayer, even 
if just for a moment, to listen to the voice of the One who calls you, "my beloved child." 

Peace and blessings, 

Rick 



 

Prayer List: 

Men and women who protect us and our freedoms. 

 

Tom Backus (Lynn’s son)    Family of Leo Boucher     Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daugh-

ter)   Allan Dickinson  Barry Doolen    Betty Foor   Alec Helmer    Betty Helmer    Loren Hughes   

Julie Hulser &  granddaughter, Jocelyn   Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend)  Christine Lawrence   Barbara 

Maley     Marty March   Joan Matteson  The Mikoski Family (Rick’s friends)    Laureen Mitchell  

Anne Montalone    Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Folks)   Millie Ritter   Patricia Ruller  

Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo)   Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s mother)  Anita Smith   Jane 

Smithson (Lynne O’s mother)   Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)  

September Worship Leaders 

Sept. 5 Reader— Don Lamphear 

 Communion servers—  

  George Gullis & Don Lamphear 

  Setup—  

 Ushers—Denise Goodale   

 Fellowship— Class Act 

Sept. 12 Reader— George Gullis 

 Ushers—   

 Fellowship—  

Sept. 19 Reader—Joan Matteson 

 Ushers—  

 Fellowship—  

Sept. 26Reader— Steve Getman 

 Ushers—  

 Fellowship—   

On Sunday, August 29th, there was a very special coffee hour after 

church.  We thank Janet Darling for helping us celebrate the four sea-

sons & all the holidays  we missed celebrating! Her decorations were 

adorable & the goodies were delicious! We love you Janet!! 

Free Dinner   
There will be two free 
dinner nights in Sep-

tember: 

Sept. 9 & 23 

Dinner will be served from 5:30—6:30 

All are welcome. 



 

Buildings and Grounds 
 
The parking lot paving project is nearly complete.  Striping, hot tar sealing on the seams and sealing 
the old pavement is yet to be started.  Those three items are part of one of our Boy Scout’s Eagle 
badge project.  That all should be started on September 11th under the direction of Zachery View, 
Eagle candidate. 
 
Central Paving is the company that did the paving of the parking lot.  After much deliberation we 
were successful in eliminating the water puddles and rivers in the Handicap parking spaces nearest 
to the building. 
 
Rain water now flows away from this area towards the West St. side of the building and toward the 
entry area at the Morgan St. side of the church.  Water also will not puddle at the ramp loading / un-
loading area as it, too, has been re-graded and paved. 
 
If you use the parking lot entrance / exit door please note the new glass in it.  There is also a new 
insulated panel in the lower portion of the door.  This was done as part of our ongoing weatheriza-
tion project. 
 
We are still looking to fill the position of Sexton.  That would be someone or some company to 
maintain the building inside and out.  All the inside cleaning (rugs, hardwood floors, windows, 
bathrooms, etc.) and maintenance as well as the outside work (snow removal on sidewalks and 
steps, mow and trim grass, raking etc.) would be included.  We, the Buildings and Grounds commit-
tee, are open to suggestions and / or comments.  In the meantime if you want or can help with these 
jobs please talk to Lynn, Don, Sue T., George, Lesa or Pastor Rick.  We need your help.   

 

 

SEXTON NEEDED 

We are looking to hire a part-time Sexton for the church, The job includes 
cleaning and maintaining the inside of the church and/or mowing, trimming & 

snow removal outside. 

A job description is available upon request. 

The salary is hourly based on approximately 25 hrs a month & depending on 
experience. 

This job could be split between two people—one for inside work & one for 
outside. 

Please let George Gullis know if you are interested, or if you know someone 
who would be willing to do this work. 

We have many important things coming up in the life of our church & need 
our building to be in ship shape condition. Our current sexton is off to NC 

for college. We wish him well. 



 

The 19th Annual Parkinson’s Awareness Walk sponsored by the Presbyter ian Homes 
Foundation will be held on Saturday, September 25, 2021 at 10:00 am. at the Presbyteri-
an Home at 4290 Middle Settlement Road in New Hartford, NY.   
This year’s honorees are Pat and Marge Moylan, the pioneers of the initial Parkinson 
programs who gave of their time to educating and empowering those with Parkinson’s 
Disease.  
Please join the PIPS (Persons Invested in Parkinsonian Services) by walking, and/or sponsoring Team 
PIPS.  The registration fee is $25.  Please make checks payable to: Presbyterian Homes Foundation.   
 
Jean Smith will be delivering our church’s donations at 10:00 am on Friday, September, 24, at the Home.  
You can pick up registration sheets in the church office or see Jean to sponsor. 
Editor’s note: It is the hope of the PIPS that our group’s total donation be the largest this year in honor of 
Pat & Marge. Any help you can give to this cause will be greatly appreciated. 



 

MIS News 

I want to take a moment to thank everyone for the response we re-
ceived at our ‘first annual Brooks Bar-B-Q” event.  If you helped, if 
you baked goodies for the bake sale, if you showed up for support, or 
if you purchased some of the yummy chicken or pork, I am most grate-
ful.  A big hug goes out to Sue Thomas and Anita Smith for facing the 
crowd; Denise Goodale, Janet Darling, Carol Okusko, Marvin Nellen-
back and Joan Davis for bagging the meat, Pastor Rick for helping me 
face the crowd and hand out the orders, Lesa Decker at the bakery 
table, (I promise more help next year…) Jeanne Bennett, Logan, and 
Lynn Backus at the pre-sale table, and to George Gullis for doing any-
thing/everything else that needed to be done.  The response was un-
believable as we sold out the pork in approximately 20 minutes.   The 
best news is we will be able to give the Library Foundation a check for 
$2500.00 toward badly needed repairs on their building.  This was a 
glowing example of our church members working together to do God’s 
work in our community, and I couldn’t be any more proud than I am 
right now.  “) 

We have some exciting projects already in the works for the rest of 
the year as well.  We will be helping the 2 Ilion elementary schools 
with sanitizer and masks, we will once again be baking pies for Catholic 
Charities at Thanksgiving, and another Red Cross Blood Drive is sched-
uled for mid-November. 

The meaning of life is to find your gift; the purpose of life is to give it away.   

William Shakespeare 

We can't all be heroes because somebody has to sit at the curb and applaud when they go 
by.   Will Rogers 

It's easier to do a job right than to explain why you didn't.    

Martin Van Buren 
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