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What do you think about when you read this scripture “Rejoice in the Lord always”? Really? 
In Philippians 4:4 the apostle Paul tells the church of Philippi, to always rejoice in the Lord, 
always celebrate the Lord. This of course carries the understanding that you do it whether 
you want to or not, whether you are happy with the Lord or not. Surely Paul can’t mean al-
ways.  
 
What about when you don’t know how you are going to pay all your bills. What if you just 
lost a job or failed a big test. What if you just lost a spouse or parent or child. How can we 
rejoice when everything around us seems to be falling apart.  
 
Perhaps the problem isn’t so much with Paul as it is with us. Over the course of time we 
have come to associate joy with happiness. We somehow believe that we can only have joy 
when everything is going well, and we are happy. They are not the same thing. Happiness is 
ephemeral and relies on so many variables that it is impossible to predict or hold onto. 
 
Joy is the feeling we get when we feel the assurance that God is with us and loves us no mat-
ter what else may be happening. We can rejoice in the depths of sadness because God is 
there. We can rejoice when the world is crumbling all around us because God will never 
leave us or forsake us. 
 
Paul is not talking about a feeling here, Paul is talking about knowledge, and calling us to 
remember that no matter what we are never been alone. He is reminding us to always turn to 
God in the good times and the bad. 
 
This past year we lost some beloved members of our community, but we rejoice that God is 
still with us in our grief. We were unable to celebrate our 150th anniversary (more on this in a 
minute) because of the pandemic, but we still rejoice that God has seen us through 150 
years.  
 
In the course of our lifetimes we will experience great happiness and great sadness but we 
can always have the joy of the Lord. Which is the strength we need to get through it all. 
 
I hope all of you will mark May 27, 28, and 29, 2022 on your calendars. That weekend we 
will celebrate 150+1. We will remember our history here in Ilion, and rejoice, for the good 
and the bad, because we are still here, and God is still using us. 
 
Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Rick 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-4.html


 

Prayer List: 

Men and women who protect us and our freedoms. 

 

Tom Backus (Lynn’s son)   Rhiannon Corsette (Lesa)    Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daugh-

ter)   Allan Dickinson  Barry Doolen    Betty Foor   Betty Helmer    Loren Hughes   Julie Hulser &  

granddaughter, Jocelyn   Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend)  Christine Lawrence   Barbara Maley     Marty 

March   Joan Matteson  The Mikoski Family (Rick’s friends)    Laureen Mitchell  Anne Montalone    

Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Folks)   Millie Ritter   Patricia Ruller  Mia Sherman (Judy 

Nudo)   Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s mother)  Anita Smith   Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s 

mother)   Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)  

August Worship Leaders 

Aug. 1 Reader— Steve Getman 

 Communion servers— Steve Getman 

  Setup—Jean Smith & Denise Goodale 

 Ushers—Denise Goodale   

 Fellowship— Class Act 

Aug. 8 Reader— open 

 Ushers—   

 Fellowship—  

Aug. 15 Reader—George Gullis 

 Ushers—  

 Fellowship—  

Aug. 22 Reader— Joan Matteson 

 Ushers—  

 Fellowship—  

Aug. 29 Reader - 

 Ushers - 

 Fellowship—Janet Darling 

On Sunday, August 29th, there will be a very special coffee hour after 

church.  I am hoping there will be a good attendance to enjoy a special 

celebration.  I will give you one hint and it has something to do with 

Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall.  So, please witness the surprise your-

self  and enjoy the fellowship.  I promise you will not be disappoint-

ed.  God Bless you all!  Janet  

Do your best all day 
and say your prayers at 
bedtime.  Then get a 
good sleep and leave 
the worrying to God 
because He is going to 
be up all night anyway. 

---Dave Roberson 



 



 

MIS News 

On behalf of the American Red Cross, I want to thank everyone who partici-

pated in our blood drive held on Wednesday, July 21st. 

We had a better than expected turnout: 

5 first time donors 

22 registered donors 

17 whole blood units collected 

4 power red donors 

25 TOTAL UNITS COLLECTED!!! 

75 potential lives saved 

8 units over goal! 

A special thank you goes out to Janet Darling who stayed with me from start 

to finish.  A long day to be sure; but well worth it. 

Our next drive is scheduled for Wednesday, November 10th – same time – 

same place.  Mark your calendars! 

 

Brooks Barbeque coming to FPC 

Saturday, August 21st, the MIS committee will be hosting a meat only Brooks Bar-B-Q at 

the church.  Chicken halves are $8, and pork ribs are $11.  Brooks is well loved in this ar-

ea, and if you’re thinking you’ll stop by to pick something up,  better let Janet Darling or 

me (Susan Backus) know what kind and how many and we’ll put them aside for you as 

there will be a limited number of both meats.   If you want to be SURE to have them you 

can pay for them when you order them.  As you 

know, Brooks sells out very fast. (FYI, I’ve already 

received some orders)  Class Act exercise group 

will be hosting a bake sale at the same time in the 

fellowship hall.  There promises to be many yum-

my, tasty treats available (with a few surprises I 

have up my sleeve…) for a very reasonable price. 

We are donating the proceeds to Ilion’s beautiful 

library that is in need of a new roof as well as air 

conditioning. 

If you have any questions or would like to donate a 

baked good or help, come see Janet or me anytime. 



 

Congratulations to Alyssa Jones who has graduated from Herkimer College & 

passed her state boards to become a certified Physical Therapy Assistant! She is 

currently working at Sitrin Home. 

Alyssa  is the daughter of Karen Yager & granddaughter of Jean & Fred Sullivan. 

 

Congratulations to Janet Darling upon receiving the award for 

faithful Christian service in caring for her neighbors. Janet is 

such a wonderful  person & loves to do great things for those she 

loves and those she sees who need a little lift. 

Dinner & a Movie Night 

On August 13—a Friday—we will be holding a public dinner to be followed by the showing 
of a movie. 

Dinner will be 5:30—6:30 in the dining room 

The menu will be Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes/gravy, veggies, 
dessert & beverage 

The movie will start at 7:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 

SEXTON NEEDED 

We are looking to hire a part-time Sexton for the church, The job includes 
cleaning and maintaining the inside of the church and/or mowing, trimming & 

snow removal outside. 

A job description is available upon request. 

The salary is hourly based on approximately 25 hrs a month & depending on 
experience. 

This job could be split between two people—one for inside work & one for 
outside. 

Please let George Gullis know if you are interested, or if you know someone 
who would be willing to do this work. 

We have many important things coming up in the life of our church & need 
our building to be in ship shape condition. Our current sexton is off to NC 

for college. We wish him well. 
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