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We have been talking a great deal about Matthew this year, and there is still a ways to go. It is a sort of look 

at what it means to live into the Kingdom of God as followers of Jesus. Nowhere is that more evident than 

in Matthew 25. It is a collection of three parables that at first glance may not seem to go together, but in fact 

they are a natural progression of thought that calls us to some important ideas.  

The first is the parable of the 10 Bridesmaids. Jesus begins with the familiar words, the kingdom of heaven 

is like… There are 10 bridesmaids waiting for the groom, 5 with lamps and 5 with lamps and extra oil, just 

in case. The ones without extra oil miss their opportunity when their lamps go dark and they must return 

home for more oil. 

The second parable is the parable of the talents. The master is called away and entrusts 3 servants with his 

wealth.  One with 10 talents, one with 5 and one with 1. This parable has often been explained by saying 

God has given us talents and we should use them, but it is much deeper than this. The 3rd servant who pro-

tects and guards the masters property would seem to be the one doing what is asked and yet he is punished. 

The first 2 servants risk everything and double the wealth entrusted to them, and for that risk they are 

praised. 

Finally the sheep and the goats, where Jesus explains that whenever we help the least we help him. I have 

often said there are only 2 laws that matter in the Kingdom, love God, and love your neighbor. It seems as if 

Jesus is saying to do one you must do the other. In other words to love God is to love your neighbor, there is 

no other way to do it. 

So what can we take from all this. The kingdom is coming but we don’t know when so we must work and 

plan and be prepared, like the wise bridesmaids. We wait but not passively. 

The master has high expectations so we must not only care for what has been given us but we must be will-

ing to risk it all to build the Kingdom up. We guard but we must also be willing to risk any and everything 

for the Kingdom. 

While we wait and plan and risk, we must also be awake to God all around us in the least of these. We work 

on many levels to improve the lives of our neighbors, both locally and all around us. We risk all we have to 

make sure that we love God by loving his beloved creation.  

Isaiah says “They who wait upon the Lord, will renew their strength”. Waiting is not passive, it is a verb 

which means it is action. Think of a waiter or waitress in a restaurant. If they just stood around waiting you 

would not be happy. If we wait without doing anything else we become the third servant sent off in shame 

with even what we had taken away.  

Friends God is so good, just look around you and see the wonder of creation. God has blessed us greatly to 

be a blessing, let’s all take a risk and build the Kingdom of God together. 

In abiding hope, 

Pastor Rick 



 

Prayer List: 

Men and women who protect us and our freedoms. 

 
Tom Backus (Lynn’s son)   Barbara Connor (Jean Sullivan’s friend)  Rhiannon Corsette 
(Lesa)    Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughter)  Janet Darling    Allan Dickinson  Barry Doolen    
Betty Foor   Betty Helmer    Loren Hughes   Julie Hulser &  granddaughter, Jocelyn   Dr. Aimee 
(Lesa’s friend)  Christine Lawrence   Barbara Maley     Marty March   Joan Matteson  The Mikoski 
Family (Rick’s friends)    Laureen Mitchell  Anne Montalone    Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bige-
low’s Dad)   Millie Ritter   Patricia Ruller  Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo)   Marian Skinner (Donna 
Pritchard’s mother)  Anita Smith   Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s mother)   Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s 
aunt)  

 BLOOD DRIVE 
 
July 21st (a Wednesday) is our second of 3 blood drives here 
at First Presbyterian.  The hours are 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  
There is an extreme blood shortage at this time.   

Anyone who wants to donate can go to www.redcrossblood.org 
to sign up.  Enter the Ilion zip code and nearby events will pop 
up.  Scroll to July 21st and you will see all the available appoint-

ments.  As of this writing, we have 2 people signed up.  Keep in mind there is 
no referral period for anyone who has recently received any of the 3 Covid 
vaccines.  As an incentive, anyone who donates at this drive will receive a $10 
Amazon gift ecard.  Our goal for this drive is 17 units, which will be able to 
help up to 51 people. 

July Worship Leaders 

July 4 Reader—Steve Getman 

 Communion servers—George Gullis & Steve Getman 

  Setup—Jean Smith 

 Ushers—Denise Goodale & Sandy Eldredge 

 Fellowship— Class Act 

July 11 Reader— George Gullis 

 Ushers— Jennifer Eldredge & Jean Smith 

 Fellowship— Janet Darling 

July 18 Reader— 

 Ushers—Denise Goodale  

 Fellowship—Denise 

July 25  Reader— Joan Matteson (Ilion Days  Weekend)   

 Ushers—Christine Lawrence? 

 Fellowship—Christine or Denise 

Make sure you… 

Test positive for faith, Keep 
distance from doubt, Isolate 
from fear, and Trust God 
through it all. 

 

Education is when you read the 
fine print.  Experience is what 
you get if you don’t. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org


 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
Sometime about late July our parking lot will be under construction, About one third of the lot 
will be dug out and repaved. Also at that time the concrete area leading up to the ramp will be 
removed and paved. The blacktop in the parking lot has deteriorated to the point where it has 
become an “area of concern” for liability issues. Upon completion the lot will be sealed and re-
striped for vehicles and handicap vans by a Boy Scout from our troop as his Eagle Scout project. 
 
When materials (and time) are available we (B&G) will be refurbishing the parking lot entry 
door. Insulated glass will replace the plate glass now in the door. The lower panel of the door 
will be replaced with an insulated panel. This should help to keep cold drafts out during the 
heating season. 
 
We will also attempt to repair some of the glass covering a couple of stained glass windows. 
Some woodwork may be repaired at the same time. 
 
B&G would like your help. Our sexton (Dan Paddock) will be leaving for college at the begin-
ning of August. Can you recommend a replacement for the job? Also, if you see something that 
needs to be done in or out of the building, please point it out to Don, Lynn, Sue Thomas, George, 
Pastor Rick or Lesa. 

LET’S HAVE A PARTY!! 

Thursday, July 22 at noon 

All are welcome 

Outside—weather permitting 
(Bring your own chair, if you wish!) 

 

Grilled Hot Dogs & Hamburgers 

Salads & more 

Dessert & Drinks (water, coffee, soda) 

Want to help?  

Side dishes (salads, hummus, baked beans) & desserts welcome— 

There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the fellowship hall 

Or tell George or call the office after July 11 



 



 

Martie Fischer’s Art Show 

The Canastota Public Library is hosting an art show featuring the paintings of 

Martie Fischer. The show will run ‘til the end of July. The address is 102 W. 

Center St, in Canastota. It’s close to exit 34 on the NYS Thruway. Their hours 

are: Mon—Thurs 9am—8pm, Friday 9am—5pm and Saturday from 9am—1pm. 

They are closed on Sundays. 

It might be fun to get a group of us together & carpool out from here, then stop 

for dinner on the way home, I know there are lots of good restaurants between 

here & there! 

Martie said that within an hour of hanging the show she had sold her first paint-

ing!!  Congratulations! 

Brooks BBQ Fundraiser August 21, 2021 

Mark your calendars for the 3rd Saturday in August.  MIS will be sponsoring a 
Brooks Barbeque fundraiser.  We will be selling meat only: half chickens for $8, 
and pork ribs for $11.  The Class Act Fitness and Wellness class will also be 
having a bake sale that same day.  Any money 
raised will be donated to the Ilion Library.  
This lovely, historic building is in need of a 
roof to the tune of approximately 
$1,000,000.  (yikes!)  Every amount will help. 

 

 

  If anyone is interested in helping on that 
day, just let Susan Backus know, whether it 
be bagging chickens and ribs, or working at 
the bake sale table.  Rain or shine, it will be a 
fun day. 

A smile is a light in the window of a face which shows that 

the heart is at home. 



 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Sue Thuener whose daughter, Linda Peters, passed away on 

June 13 after a short illness.  218 Rock Hill Rd. Mohawk NY 13407 

Christian Sympathy is also extended to our longest living member, Jake Cooper, on the passing 

of his sister, Ruth  “Rudy” Cooper Stephenson Brown at her home in Carlsbad, CA on June 24 at 

the age of 101. Long ago she was a member of our church.  

I know how you folks are about sending cards, so Jake’s address is 41 Petan Dr., Buffalo NY 

14225 

NOTE: 

RSVP 

Deadline is 

July 23 to: 

celestejeanne@aol.com 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church      Non Profit Organization       

90 Morgan Street        Permit #80—US Postage Paid      

Ilion, New York  13357-2260       Ilion NY 13357 

Address Service Requested 

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

 To walk alone takes courage. 

          To bend to Life’s needs takes patience. 

          To carry one’s sorrow takes strength. 

              To live one’s life takes faith. 

                  To find one’s courage takes bearing. 

              To find one’s patience takes caring. 

                   To find one’s strength takes deep inner searching. 

               To find one’s faith takes God’s love. 

 

From Chaplain Rev. Raymond Boulanger and shared by Anita Smith 


