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Once when I was flying out of Charlotte my plane taxied away from the gate and headed out to the 

runway. We were moving right along when suddenly the pilot pulled off to the side of the runway 

and stopped. After a brief moment the pilot came on to inform us that the computer had malfunc-

tioned and they were going to attempt to reboot it. So in order to get the plane airborne they had 

to turn the computer off and then back on and wait to see what happened. After about 20 minutes 

we were back on the taxiway and soon took off for an uneventful flight, the computer cleared of 

whatever was causing the problem. 

In Leviticus 25, Moses has gone back up on Mt Sinai and God speaks to him once again. God spells 

out the year of Jubilee. It is a simple process, every seven years you let your fields rest so that the 

soil will replenish. Then every 50 years the people are commanded to do a sort of reboot. Debts are 

forgiven, homes are returned, families are reunited, and the community returns to a more just 

place.  

Jubilee is all about justice. God understood that no matter what system we people chose, it would 

inevitably be filled with sin and unfairness. The rich would get richer and the poor would have less 

and less. The outcast would have less and less power and ultimately a small group of people would 

control everything. Does this sound at all familiar to anyone? In the year of Jubilee God was call-

ing the people to restart, to return all that had been lost or sold and to begin again in a place of jus-

tice.  

Justice in the biblical sense has nothing to do with courts and laws, it is about everyone having 

what they need. So in order to reinstate justice God gave the people the year of Jubilee. Of course 

it never happened. Obviously those in power would never have stood for it. 

I am reminded of this whenever I see a group of people crying out in their suffering and the pow-

ers that be condemning them for having the nerve to question the system. Friends, even God ques-

tioned human systems, and was constantly calling his people to return to the Kingdom way of life. 

That is what the prophet’s messages are over and over again. A call to remember the poor and 

powerless in all things and to seek God’s justice always. 

Starting Sunday May 9 we will begin a study on the prophets. We will meet at the church but I will 

also have a zoom call available for those who still can’t get out. I hope many of you can join us, as 

we discuss the world and the times of the prophets and the call to live out God’s justice. 

 

Pastor Rick 



 

Prayer List: 

Men and women who protect us and our freedoms. 

 
Barbara Connor (Jean Sullivan’s friend)  Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughter)  Janet 
Darling   Tim Darling    Allan Dickinson  Barry Doolen    Betty Foor   Betty Helmer    Loren Hughes   
Julie Hulser &  granddaughter, Jocelyn   Dr. Aimee (Lesa’s friend)  Christine Lawrence   Barbara 
Maley     Marty March   Joan Matteson  The Mikoski Family (Rick’s friends)    Laureen Mitchell  
Anne Montalone    Arthur & Judith Pearson (Kim Bigelow’s Dad)   Millie Ritter   Patricia Ruller  
Mia Sherman (Judy Nudo)   Marian Skinner (Donna Pritchard’s mother)  Anita Smith   Jane 
Smithson (Lynne O’s mother)  Ann Walrath (Lesa’s friend)   Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)  

May Worship responsibilities 

May 2: George Gullis 

May 9 (Mother’s Day) George Gullis, L. Jean Smith 

May 16: George Gullis, Diane Lamphear 

May 23: George Gullis, Sandy Eldredge, L. Jean Smith 

May 30: George Gullis: 

If you are interested in the Sunday morning ritual of taking temps & overseeing folks signing in for 

contact tracing, please let the office or Diane Lamphear know.  Seems like we should give George a 

break! 

Helpers should arrive by 10am to receive  their assignment for the day. 

Class Act Fitness & Wellness 
 
 The first Monday in May is the day!!  We will finally be able to meet once 
again.  It will be great to see everyone and know they made it through this hor-
rific time in our history.  If by chance you have not heard from me and would 
like to come back to class, please feel free to call me.  I gave everyone a copy of 
the phone tree at our last meeting in November, 2020.  If I have missed some-
one it was totally unintentional and I apologize.  The 10:00 a.m. time slot has al-
ready filled up; there are a few spaces left at 9:00, so please let me know.  As 
per NY state requirements, we will still be wearing masks and maintaining social 
distances.  I will continue to sanitize before and after each class. 
 
  Stay positive and I cannot wait to see all of you !!  ") 
 
 
 

"Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people, a heart that forgives the 
worst, a mind that forgets the bad and a soul that never loses faith in God." 



 

COME TO THE TABLE 
FREE DINNER 

  MAY 13 Thursday &  JUNE 10  Thursday 
     5:30PM – 6:30PM 
  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
    90 MORGAN ST. ILION NY   
  For more information call Christine @315-868-9073 
            
   

MAY 13 
CHILI, CRACKERS, DESSERT 

WATER/COFFEE/SWEETENED ICE TEA 
 
 

JUNE 10 
HAMBURGERS/HOTDOGS 
MACARONI SALAD/CHIPS 

DESSERT 
WATER/COFFEE/SWEETENED ICE TEA 

 

Community Outreach Free Dinner 

On 3/18/21 we served a free dinner with 10 in attendance.   The numbers are growing as the 

community finds out about our dinners. This is a time of need for all of us.  I am excited as are 

many others to start to nourish the souls of our community with a hot meal, fellowship and Godly 

love.   

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: We continue to practice social distancing and disinfecting.  Please join 

us if/when you feel comfortable. 

Peace & Blessings 

Christine Lawrence 
Community Outreach Mission Leader       For more info call: 315-868-9073 



 

Buildings & Grounds 
 
Some people have noticed and remarked about the white lines in the parking lot.  In the  
area inside the lines lies some of the more deteriorated pavement which should be re-
placed.  Many years ago we had a paving company cut out and replace some of the most 
deteriorated pavement in the lot.  These were random areas.  We are now looking at a much 
larger area to replace.  This amounts to slightly less than one third of the lot.  Correcting ar-
eas of "puddling" and "direction of drainage" will also be addressed as part of the pro-
ject.  The Buildings and Grounds Committee is soliciting quotes from local paving contrac-
tors.  Sealing and re-striping the lot will also be done before Fall of this year. 
 
The Buildings and Grounds Committee would like more people to be part of this group.   
We meet once a month, usually the second Tuesday at around eleven a. m. at the church or 
via other appropriate methods.  We also are open to suggestions for all types of repairs, 
maintenance and new build ideas.  If you see or know of anything that needs attention in or 
outside the building please tell or show one of the committee members, who are: Sue 
Thomas, Nancy White, Don Lamphear, Lynn Backus, George Gullis and Pastor Rick. 

This week we will begin SINGING again! We will start with 
masks on until more restrictions are lifted. Susan has chosen 
some favorite hymns & hymnals are in the pews. 

 

We are not yet starting the fellowship hours, but this is a be-
ginning!! 

Always do right.  This will gratify some people, and astonish the 

rest.   ...Mark Twain 

I dreamed that death caught up with me and Heaven’s gate swung wide. With kindly 

grace an angel came and ushered me inside. And there to my astonishment stood folks 

I’d known on earth. Some I’d judged and labeled as ‘unfit’ or of ‘little worth’! 

Indignant words rose to my lips, but never were set free, for every face showed stunned 

surprise—no one expected me!   -Anonymous 

"Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people, a heart that forgives 
the worst, a mind that forgets the bad, and a soul that never loses faith in 
God." 
..author unknown 

Thanks to Susan Backus & Jean Sullivan for these little tidbits! 
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