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THE APOSTLE MATTHEW was a tax collector, and the Gospel we are studying right now bears his name.
Like Mark's Gospel, the book was written anonymously and the name attached to it later. Maybe it contains
some of Matthew's recollections buried in it somewhere. Maybe not. In any case, it's the man who wrote it
who is of chief interest to us, and all we know about him is what this book tells us.
What he did with this book was to show that if, on the one hand, faith in Jesus was as new as a newborn
babe; on the other hand, it was as old as the hills. As very likely a Jew himself, Matthew knew his Torah,
and according to him Jesus was what the Torah was all about, whether anybody knew it or not. Much of his
life was foretold there, Matthew loved to give examples. "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emmanuel," the prophet Isaiah had said, and Matthew nailed his idea that Mary
was a virgin to that (Matthew 1:23). Jesus was born at Bethlehem, and that's just where the prophet Micah
had said he'd be born (2:6). Hosea was the one who predicted the flight into Egypt when Jesus was still on
his mother's knee (2:15), and it was Zechariah who said he'd come riding into Jerusalem on a donkey like a
king great in his humbleness and humble in his greatness (21:5). But things like this were mere window
dressing compared with the main thing Matthew wanted to say.
The main thing he wanted to say was that, although Jesus was born in the sticks and never had two cents to
rub together and was ignored by just about everybody who mattered and was strung up in the end between
two crooks, he was the same Messiah, the same Christ, the same Anointed of the Lord, that for centuries
Israel had been waiting for with tears in its eyes. Everything Matthew wrote was aimed at convincing people
that this was so and that to accept it was to find eternal life and that to deny it was to be like the Pharisees to
whom Jesus said, "Woe to you, the sons of those who murdered the prophets
Jesus was the Messiah, Matthew says it with certainty, and, for Matthew he was also a second Moses, giving
his Sermon on the Mount just as Moses had brought the tablets down from Mt. Sinai, but taking the fierce
old stone and making pure gold of it. "You have heard that it was said 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth,' but I say to you, do not resist one who is evil" (5:38-39). "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall
love your neighbors and hate your enemies,' but I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (5:43-44). As Matthew saw it, Jesus came not to drown the old law out, as the Jews supposed,
but to make it sing anew, like an angel.

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Rick
A reminder that we will open the sanctuary on March 7 for in-church worship! Come early for
sign-in, temperature check & finding a socially distanced seat. We look forward to seeing you!
March 7
Lynn & Sue Backus
Carol Zutter
George Gullis
Christine Lawrence

Volunteers for check-in, temp, etc.
March 14
Christine Lawrence
Steve Getman

March 28
Christine Lawrence
Kim Bigelow

Prayer List:
Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.
Joy Bagwell (George Gullis’s niece)
Brianna Nicole (Christine’s daughters)
Allan Dickinson
Betty Foor
Loren Hughes
Jocelyn
Diane Lamphear
Barbara Maley
Marty March
Laureen Mitchell
Anne Reynolds
Anita Smith
Kirsi Viskari (friend of the Eldredges)

Barbara Connor (Jean Sullivan’s friend)
Clifford Dibble (Anita Smith’s son)
George Dunbar
Betty Helmer
Julie Hulser & granddaughter
Dr. Aimee, (Lesa’s friend)
Christine Lawrence
Kim Maley
Joan Matteson
Pat & Marge Moylan
Millie Ritter
Jane Smithson (Lynne O’s mother)
Irene Winnie (Sandy E’s aunt)

MIS News:
MIS will be sponsoring a blood drive to be held Wednesday, March 10th from 1-6 p.m. in
the community room. If you are eligible, please consider donating. Donors who have received COVID-19 vaccines from either Moderna or Pfizer will NOT have a deferral period
and can donate whenever they would like. It is encouraged for those folks to bring along their vaccination cards so staff can verify the vaccine manufacturer. As in the past, blood collected will be
tested for COVID antibodies. If the donation tests positive for the antibodies, plasma from that donation may now help coronavirus patients in need of convalescent plasma transfusions. As you can
see, we can still help others in need.

MIS purchased 60 $10.00 gift cards and donated them to Catholic Charities of Herkimer County. The cards will be given out as part of their Easter meal distribution. The folks at Catholic Charities are so thankful for all we do to be of service in our community.

From Buildings & Grounds:

"To what gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to everyone
to be busy with.
He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is
nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they may
live;" Ecclesiastes 3: 9-12b
The project of enclosing the heat pipes on the first and second floors in the office building is about half
way completed. The second floor portion of the project is done. Thanks Lynn for helping with the drywall installation and painting. The first floor portion of the project needs taping, mudding, prime and
finish paint.
Two remote controlled ceiling fans have been installed in the Fellowship hall. They are doing an excellent
job of moving the warm air from the ceiling down to where it is needed most in the Fellowship hall. This
was a very good investment. At the same time, the four fluorescent ceiling lights were converted to L.E.D.
lighting. What a difference!! Thanks to Hazzard and Sons Electric Service for doing these jobs.
We have two on-going projects that we work on as time allows. Number one is weatherizing. There are
many places in the building where cold air enters. We eliminate these drafts as best we can. One major
fix was installing Styrofoam sheathing in the West St. Bilco door stairwell. This stopped a lot of cold air
from coming in the basement under the Sanctuary. The second project is also in the basement. It involves removing "junk" and items we don't need anymore from the catacombs. Little by little we are making progress.
We have successfully completed our first annual VPL inspection. This involved two independent companies. One was N.E.I.S. which is National Elevator Inspection Service. This company monitors the operation of the VPL with and without a substantial amount of weight in it. This company also issues (or not),
the Certificate of Inspection which we display at the first floor entrance of the VPL. The second company
involved is Access Elevator which did the actual installation of the VPL. This service tech actually did the
"exercising" of the VPL so the inspector could witness the performance.
Church Mutual Insurance Co., our insurance carrier, has suggested several things we could do to enhance
our building status. One of which is to install a surveillance camera at the exit doors in the Sanctuary. So
now there are two small cameras in the rear of the Sanctuary monitoring the Second St. and West St.
doors. Thanks Don for doing the entire installation. Another item we took care of was placing
"luminescent" exit signs over the exit doors where there is no electricity available. This will suffice until
we have electric lines installed for that purpose.
This committee currently is comprised of Don, Lynn, Sue, George and Pastor Rick, ex officio. We gladly
and graciously accept new members. Join us, please.
"That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has already gone
by." Eccl. 3:15

As you saw on page 1, we are still in need of volunteers to help sign people in, take temps
& show us our seating arrangements (in case you haven’t been here since we started using
those).
We will have a sign-up sheet at our check-in points on Sundays & notifications/reminders
will go out in the weekly bulletin email. Sign-ins & temperature checks are required for
the purposes of contact tracing, just in case it turns out that someone tests Covid positive.
Please consider helping out so that getting into the sanctuary doesn’t take too long on Sunday mornings. Email dclamphear@yahoo.com OR fpcilion@gmail.com.
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