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For a child has been born for us, a son given to us, authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named, Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9: 6

God travels in wonderful ways with all of us, but he does not seem to comply with our views and
opinions. God does not go the way that we would always want God to go; but God goes in a way
that is beyond all comprehension, beyond our understanding. God is free and self-determined beyond all proof. Where our reason is indignant, where our nature rebels, where our piety anxiously
keeps us away from the needs of the world around us: that is precisely where God loves to be.
There God confounds the reason of the reasonable; there God aggravates our nature, and our piety—that is where God wants to be, and no one can keep God from it. Only the humble can believe it
and rejoice that God is so free and so marvelous that God does wonders where people despair, that
God takes what is little and lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the wonder of all wonders,
that God loves the lowly…. God is not ashamed of the lowliness of human beings. God marches
right in. God chooses people as instruments and performs wonders where we would least expect
them. God is near to lowliness; God loves the lost, the neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, the
weak and broken.
The manger isn’t just a pretty symbol of Christmas, it is an explanation of who God is and how
much God loves the humble and penitent. We do well as we reach out in humbleness to share our
blessing with those who are low and neglected, weak and unseemly, excluded and broken. Thank
you for your constant generosity.
“Advent creates people, new people.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas
May you find God in the unexpected places and in so doing be made new.
Blessed Advent, and Merry Christmas,
Pastor Rick

Christmas Decorating
Members of the worship and fellowship committee will be decorating the church balcony and pews for Advent on Saturday, November 30, at 1:00 pm. If anyone has any free time we could use your help.
Also, Sunday December 1, we will be celebrating the Hanging of the Greens during the service. This will
give you and your family a chance to finish the decorations in the sanctuary.
If you or your family would like to light the Advent candle and do a reading on a Sunday in December
please let Jean Smith or Judy Nudo know.

Parents Night Out
First Presbyterian Church, Ilion
90 Morgan St. Ilion, NY

December 13, 2019 6PM-9PM
*Light dinner will be served*
(Mac N Cheese, Hot Dog, Tater
Tots, Cookie)
*Craft/Games*
*Movie*
Please call ahead to reserve a spot for your child 315-894-2070
Free will offering accepted
For more information contact Christine at 315-868-9073

Poinsettias for Christmas Sunday, Dec. 22
There was a delay hearing from our usual florist for Christmas flowers, only to find
out that they went out of business in July.
So, we called The Flower Barn whose poinsettias arrived today. They will be $8 each,
but they need our order by this Friday Nov. 29! We went ahead & ordered the same
number we had last year (40) & asked them to mix up the colors with red being the
dominant choice. So when you take your plant, it will be first come, first served as to
your choice of color. We can try to choose, but make no guarantee.
Your name:
How many you’d like:
Who it’s in memory/honor of:

Would you rather give for a fund?

Color choice:

Prayer List:


Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.

Cody Adams, Joy Bagwell, Kiersten Barnes/Richard Davis, Linda Cate, Alice Eldredge Crosier, Travis Darling,
the Devereese Family, Clifford Dibble, Beverly Doolen,
Art DuBois, George Dunbar, Lenore Ebersole, Jenn Eldredge, Phyllis Fasolo, Martie Fischer, David Flanagan,
Sarah Getman, Fran Harrod, Marilyn Hext, Loren
Hughes, Julie Hulser, infant Grayson, Dave & Jane Jacquays, Dr. Aimee, Amanda Lawrence, Sharon Lennox,
Barbara Maley, Marty March, Joan Matteson, Pat &
Marge Moylan,
Patrick O’Connor, Leah Passalacqua, Steve Price,
Rebecca, Millie Ritter, Henry Rocker, Dale Rohrer, Barb
Ropeter, Bob Smithson, Angela Traglia, Lillian Usborn,
Darlene Whalen, Ricky Wilson & mom, Gretchen
CHANCEL FLOWERS
In this column we will list those who have ordered
chancel flowers for the month coming up. This way,
you can know what Sunday is available in case you
would like to place flowers on our chancel in
memory or honor of a loved one.
Our Session has voted to provide silk flowers for any
Sunday that we don’t have someone providing memorial flowers, rather than continue to buy them
like we have been doing.
Two arrangements are $30 or one is $15. It is possible to just buy one & some folks share a Sunday so
we’ll be sure to have balance. :)
The first Sunday in December is in memory of Glenn
Goodrich
Second Sunday is Susan & Lynn Backus
Third Sunday is Gary & Jan Orendorf
Fourth Sunday will be poinsettias
Fifth Sunday is open or be leftover poinsettias

As you consider your 2020 tithes I ask that you also
consider getting your pledge in before the Christmas
holidays. I ask this because I will be going away for the
holidays. I will return home briefly to get the end of the
year statements prepared and mailed to you. I then will
need time to prepare your 2020 pledges before I leave
for a much needed winter reprieve down south in mid
January. Your help would be greatly appreciated in order to give me time to organize and prepare the necessary paperwork for the 2020 pledges BEFORE I leave
( mid January). If you need to call me for any reason I
have another new home phone number. It is 315-8685391 Thank you for your cooperation. It will be much
appreciated as I try to get all my work done before I
leave.
Janet Darling, Financial Secretary

Liturgical Ministers for December
December 1 Holy Communion-Hanging of the Greens
Reader: Jean Smith
Greeter:
Ushers: Denise Goodale
Coffee Hour: Class Act
Communion Set-up : Denise & Christine
Comm. Servers— Warren Lennox & Lesa Decker
December 8
Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: Lynn Backus
Ushers: Denise Goodale & Lynne Orendorf
Coffee Hour: Lynne & Denise
December 15
Reader: Steve Getman
Greeter: Julie Hulser
Usher: Christine & Denise
Coffee Hour: Christmas Potluck Luncheon
December 22
Reader: George Gullis
Greeter: Warren Lennox
Usher: Betty Helmer & Christine Lawrence &
Kim Bigelow
Coffee Hour: Betty & Christine

December 24
Ushers: Sandy Eldredge & Lynne Orendorf
Communion Setup: Christine Lawrence
December 29—Noisy Sunday
Reader: Jean Smith
Greeter: George Gullis
Usher: Betty Helmer & Sandy Eldredge
Coffee Hour: Lynne & Denise
Christian Sympathy is extended to Laureen Mitchell on the
passing of her brother, Bill Mitchell; and to the family of Baby
Mia—Jason & Shea—who passed recently.

Martie Fischer had successful surgery & is being released from
Sitrin Rehab on Thanksgiving Day. Her address is 111 Sherwood Acres Dr. Apt. H30, Herkimer NY 13350. Martie would
be appreciative of a ride to church starting Dec. 8 if anyone is
going past her apt & would pick her up. I have her phone #.
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Merry Christmas from your church staff

