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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What is the kingdom of God? Jesus does not speak of a reorganization of society or a political possibility or of the doctrine of salvation. He speaks of what it is like to find a diamond ring that you thought
you'd lost forever. He speaks of what it is like to win the Irish Sweepstakes. He suggests rather than spells
out. He hints at rather than explains. He catches by surprise. He doesn't let the cat out of the bag. He is
sometimes cryptic, sometimes obscure, sometimes irreverent, but always provocative.
He tells stories. He speaks in parables, and though we have heard them told as important and reverent vehicles of holy truth, I think that many, if not all of them were originally not serious at all but were
funny, comic, often more than just a little shocking. I suspect that Jesus spoke many of his parables as a
kind of sad and holy joke and that that may be part of why he seemed reluctant to explain them because if
you have to explain a joke, you might as well save your breath.
I don't mean jokes for the joke's sake, of course. I don't mean the kind of godly jest that I start my
sermon with to get everyone’s attention. I mean the kind of joke Jesus told when he said it is harder for a
rich person to enter Paradise than for a Mercedes to get through a revolving door, harder for a rich person to enter Paradise than for Bill Gates to get through the night deposit slot of the First National City
Bank. And then added that though for man it is impossible, for God all things are possible because God is
the master of the impossible.
It seems to me that more often than not that parables can be read as high and holy jokes about
God and about man and about the Gospel itself as the highest and holiest joke of them all. It is at the very
least something wonderful to think about.
God’s blessings,

Pastor Rick

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Stewardship Time

In the next few weeks you will hear several people talking about, “Why I give” This is the theme of this
year’s stewardship focus, and I hope you will give it a great deal of thought and prayer as you consider
how best to offer your time and talents to God in the year ahead. How we give is a spiritual matter just as
every other choice we make. It speaks to how we view our faith and our relationship to God. So I challenge you to think and pray about this and then think and pray if you might do even more. God is working
here in Ilion and God wants you to be a part of it all.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Would you like to serve this church on one of its boards?

The various boards of the church are looking for people to participate! Even between annual meetings we
sometimes lose people who can no longer serve. Please give this some thought and contact Pastor Rick if
you are interested.

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women of the Utica Presbytery will hold their Fall Gathering Wed., Oct 9th at Lowville Presbyterian Church. Registration and fellowship begins at 9:30;
after lunch program—the opioid addiction crisis.
If you plan to attend, contact Jan Cook 6446 Crestview Drive, Lowville,
NY 13367
(H) 315-376-4447 *** © 315-486-9543

Kitchen Shower
Our kitchen shower was a HUGE success! Thank you, thank you, thank you to all
those who helped set-up, serve the food, brought presents, opened the presents
(Ella, Sammy & Jonathan) and who cleaned up . We got a lot of lovely gifts including a kitchen aid mixer & two-four slice toasters. Sandy Eldredge helped me
take an inventory before we put everything away. You’ll have to check out the
drawers in the kitchen next time you’re downstairs!
We did get almost everything that was on our wish list: small tongs, salad handsfor serving, kitchen shears, pizza cutter, measuring cups & spoons, an egg slicer,
a manual can opener & an electric one, chopper/scraper, cheese slicer, egg separator, chef knife, 2
whisks, small strainer, red spatula/flipper, spoon & ladle, butter measurer, a digital timer, bread knife
3 nesting sterling silver mixing bowls & a sterling colander, a large cutting board that fits over the
sink & a small one you can pick up & scoop into a bowl, 2 toothpick holders and oh, the towels! 12 dish
towels, 18 dish cloths, 7 oven mitts, 2 scrubbers, 2 pot holders, 4 microfiber dishcloth/scrubbers,
pkg of 2 sponges, a large bottle of Dawn & 2 give thanks signs. We also got a gift certificate for Flihan’s plus cash. Once we figure out what big items we need, we’ll take a trip & spend those monetary
gifts!
Since the shower, we have received 2 cookie sheets & 2 muffin tins. It looks like we could have a
cookie making party there for Christmas! Here’s a photo of all our loot! Thank you all again!!

At the party we also received a box more of goodies. Those are pictured on the right.

Prayer List:


Men and women who protect us and our freedoms.



Cody Adams, Joy Bagwell, Joe Bailey, John
Burdick, Linda Cate, Alice Eldredge Crosier, the
Devereese Family, Clifford Dibble, Beverly
Doolen, George Dunbar, Jenn Eldredge, David
Flanagan, Diana Geno, Sarah Getman, Nancy
Green, Marilyn Hext, Loren Hughes, Julie Hulser, infant Grayson, Dave & Jane Jacquays,
Amanda Lawrence, Sharon Lennox, Barbara Maley, Marty March, Joan Matteson, Zachariah
Morreale, Pat & Marge Moylan, Patrick O’Connor, Sharon Outtrim, Leah Passalacqua, Steve
Price, Bea Raux, Millie Ritter, Henry Rocker,
Dale Rohrer, Susan Thuener, Angela Traglia,
Lillian Usborn, Darlene Whalen, Ricky Wilson
& mom, Gretchen

Liturgical Ministers for October
October 6 Holy Communion
Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: Warren Lennox
Ushers: Kim Bigelow & Denise Goodale
Coffee Hour: Class Act
Communion Set-up
Comm. Servers— Warren Lennox

October 13
Reader: Steve Getman
Greeter: Lynn Backus
Ushers: Denise Goodale & Betty Helmer
Coffee Hour: Betty & Denise
October 20

CHANCEL FLOWERS
In this column we will list those who have ordered
chancel flowers for the month coming up. This way,
you can know what Sunday is available in case you
would like to place flowers on our chancel in
memory or honor of a loved one.

Our Session has voted to provide silk flowers for any
Sunday that we don’t have someone providing memorial flowers, rather than continue to buy them
like we have been doing.
Two arrangements are $30 or one is $15. It is possible to just buy one & some folks share a Sunday so
we’ll be sure to have balance. :)

Reader: George Gullis
Greeter: Warren Lennox
Usher: Denise Goodale & Lynne Orendorf
Coffee Hour: The Choir
October 27
Reader:
Greeter: George Gullis
Usher: Kim Bigelow
Coffee Hour: Kim Bigelow

The first Sunday in October is Sandy Eldredge
Second Sunday is Betty Helmer
Third Sunday is Dick Long
Fourth Sunday is the Steve Getman

Christian Sympathy is extended to Joan Puckett & her family on the passing of her husband,
George. Many of us will remember George & Joan as members of the “Couples Club” that was
so very active back when Rev. Mitchell was here. Joan’s address is: Sandhurst West, 220 Broadmeade Drive, Southern Pines NC 28387

Renovation Celebration photos

George Gullis, Sue Thomas, Pastor Rick & Larry Beasley,
Presbytery’s Stated Clerk

Cake by Judy Nudo

Last Supper painting donated
I/M/O Lesa’s family
to hang in the church office
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