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I have been reading Life in Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. I am reminded of some-
thing we would do well to remember about living together.

By all the laws both of logic and simple arithmetic, to give yourself away in love to anoth-
er would seem to mean that you end up with less of yourself left than you had to begin
with. But the miracle is that just the reverse is true, logic and arithmetic can just go hang
themselves. To give yourself away in love to somebody else—as a man and a woman give
themselves away to each other at a wedding, to use a familiar example—is to become for
the first time fully yourself. To live not just for yourself alone anymore but for another self
to whom you swear to be true—plight your troth to, your truth to—is in a new way to
come fully alive. Things needn't have been that way as far as we know, but that is the way
things are, that is the way life is, and if you and I are inclined to have any doubts about it,
we can always put it to the test. The test, needless to say, is in giving up our

lives themselves to one another in our community of faith.

Nobody with any sense claims that marriage is going to be clear sailing all the way, least of
all the author of the marriage service. "For better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sick-
ness and in health"—there will be good times and bad times both. There will be times
when the vows exchanged here—wild and implausible as in countless ways they are—
seem all but impossible to keep. Friendship and life in community are the same way. There
is nothing easy about giving yourself up to another. But by holding fast to one another in
trust, in patience, in hope, and by holding fast also to God, who has promised to be present
whenever two or three are gathered together, just as God was present that day in Cana of
Galilee, the impossible becomes possible. The water becomes wine. And by grace we be-
come, little by little, human in spite of ourselves, we become whole, become truly loving
and lovely at last.
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Be on the lookout for a date and information about the Celebration &
Dedication of our newly completed basement renovation!
A committee has been established and is hard at work already.




We have two Blood Drives scheduled here at First Presbyterian Church,

= llion. on July 3rd and August 28th. There is an ongoing great need for
American blood donors .

Red Cross

All blood types are needed. Talk to _Susan Backus for an appointment time
on July 3rd. You can also call the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 or go
online to RedCrossBlood.org and enter: ilionpres to schedule an appoint
ment. Thank you!

HOME HEALTH AIDE

*LIGHT HOUSE CLEANING *LAUNDRY *MEAL PREP *SHOPPING *COMPANION

*ASSIST WITH BATHING, PT EXERCISES, WOUND CARE & MORE

*30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
*CPR & FIRST AIDE CERTIFIED
*INDEPENDENT, CARING, FLEXIBLE & DEPENDABLE

Call Christine @ 315-868-9073 to discuss how | may be of help

Kitchen Shower

As we have started using our beautiful new kitchen, we have noticed a serious
lack in our supply of “kitchen tools”. Granted, everything is not all out of the cat-
acombs, where it all landed during the flood, but I am sure much of what is there
will be unusable. So, as we cook, we are making a list of needed items. Our aim
was a late summer date, but since this is our only newsletter for the summer, our
party will have to be in September.

Over the summer we will plan this fun party & finish compiling the list of "wants

& needs” & publish it in the September newsletter which will go out in late August. Please keep a look-
out for this date also, and if you want to "take" this shower with us, be thinking of what we might

need.



http://RedCrossBlood.org
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Cody Adams, Joe Bailey,
Rosamond Bennati,

John Burdick, Linda Cate,
Alice Eldredge Crosier, the Devereese Family,
Clifford Dibble, Beverly Doolen, George Dun-
bar, David Flanagan, Diana Geno, Sarah Get-
man, Marilyn Hext, Julie Hulser, infant Grayson,
Dave & Jane Jacquays, Areej Kahn Family, Bill
Lennox, Sharon Lennox, Barbara Maley, Marty
March, Joan Matteson, Pat & Marge Moylan,
Patrick O@onnor, Leah Passalacqua, Steve
Price, Bea Raux, Millie Ritter, Dale Rohrer, Sue
Thomas, Susan Thuener, Angela Traglia, Lilli-
an Usborn, Darlene Whalen, Ricky Wilson &
mom, Gretchen

CHANCEL FLOWERS

In this column we will list those who have or-
dered chancel flowers for the month coming up.
This way, you can know what Sunday is availa-
ble in case you would like to place flowers on
our chancel in memory or honor of a loved one.

Our Session has voted to provide silk flowers
for any Sunday that we dond have someone
providing memorial flowers, rather than con-
tinue to buy them like we have been doing.

Two arrangements are $30 or one is $15. It is
possible to just buy one & some folks share a
Sunday so wedl be sure to have balance. :)

We have no one for
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Liturgical Ministers for July

July 7 Holy Communion

Reades: glean Smith
Greeter: Warren Lennox

Ushers: Betty Helmer & Lynne Orendorf
Coffee Hour: Class Act
Communion Set-up Betty

Comm. Servers —

July 14
Reader: George Gullis

Greeter: Julie Hulser
Ushers: Christine Lawrence/Denise Goodale
Coffee Hour: Christine/Denise?

July 21

Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: George Gullis
Usher: Christine Lawrence
Coffee Hour: The Choir

July 28
Reader:

Greeter: Michael Orendorf
Usher: Betty Helmer/Sandy Eldredge
Coffee Hour: Betty Helmer/Sandy Eldredge

Looking for

D¥an Palddek Dir Sext®rd,  looking to do
work this summer. He can mow and trim

yards as well as other small jobs around the
house. If you can use his services please call
him at 315-360-7821. Pay is negotiable.
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