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Some people might think that now that Easter is over things around here might slow down just a
bit, but that just isn’t the case for us here in Ilion. Just a quick run-down of the things going on
in the next few months will show you that.
The Lunch Bunch continues to feed people twice a week, and there is always room for more, if
you want to help or know someone who needs this ministry let us know.
The Class Act meets twice a week and has grown beyond anyone’s wildest dreams, a time of
health and fellowship that you should check out.
The PIPs will be hosting a talent show on May 3rd to benefit Parkinson’s awareness. There will be
a basket drawing and lots of entertainment and goodies so please make plans to come and support this worthy cause.
In July we will be going to West Virginia for a mission trip. We may be doing anything from
painting to building ramps to home repair, and it is always an amazing experience. It is not too
late to sign up. If you don’t think this is for you I ask you to give it a chance because I know it will
surprise you and fill you with the joy of God.
Work continues in the basement. It was so exciting to have breakfast down there on Easter
morning. To celebrate the resurrection in our newly resurrected basement was truly a gift for the
season. We look forward to lots more celebrations down there in the future.
Like last summer I will be looking at a sermon series around your questions, if you have more,
and perhaps a few of your favorite hymns as well. Look for more about this in the days ahead.
We are also beginning a ministry of outreach and hospitality. We want to hear from people who
are coming only periodically or not at all, and let them tell us what it is we could do to give the
church more meaning in their lives.
As you can see we are always busy here but that is as it should be. Paul said you will know them
by the fruits they produce, and my friends there is fruit abundantly here. Your love and spirit
and desire to serve are always an inspiration to me.
Peace and Grace,
Rick

Our goal—a world free of MS.
I've signed up for Walk MS—a charity walk that is changing the lives of people with MS
and helping fuel progress toward a world free of MS. I'd love your generous support as I
prepare for my walk.
Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an unpredictable, often disabling disease of the central nervous system that disrupts the flow
of information within the brain, and between the brain and body. MS is different for everyone, and that makes it all the
more challenging to solve. The first Walk MS event was in 1988, and since then more than $970 million has been
raised for research and programs to improve the lives of people living with MS. Today, there are treatments where
there weren't any before, and the dream of ending MS is becoming a reality. But there is still so much to do.
That's why I'm walking. I've set an ambitious goal because I know with support from people like you, I will have a
great chance at reaching it. The money raised will drive groundbreaking research, provide life-changing programs and
guarantee a supportive community for those who need it most. This cause is really important to me, so I hope you will
do your part to help end MS forever.
Will you help me reach my goal by donating what you can?
See Joan Matteson after church or go to this website: www.nationalMSsociety.org

2019 Mission Trip
Go into all the world telling the good news of God’s love. With these words Jesus sent his disciples out into
the first mission fields. A couple of thousand years and a few fields later the church is still being sent out to
do the work that Christ has ordained for us. This year we are going to West Virginia in the name of Christ.
The dates are July 21-July27. We are going to work with West Virginia Ministry of Advocacy and Workcamps. An organization that helps people maintain their independence by doing house repairs and building
handicap ramps among other things. Now you may not think you have a talent that would be helpful in this
but believe me they can find something for anyone and everyone to do, and when we offer our gifts no matter
how small, God uses them in big ways. So if you have been thinking this trip may not be for you, I invite you
to think again. The cost will be $250 per person plus food and gas for the trip, but if finances seem like a
problem don’t let it be anyone who wants to go will go. God always provides a way. Pray about it and talk to
Pastor Rick, it is a trip that can really change peoples lives, including your own.
The end of one journey. The beginning of another.
Well folks, here we are! With the exception of completing some small jobs and ironing the "bugs" out of
some others we are about to complete a journey started in July of 2013. The downstairs dining room,
kitchen and bathroom are essentially done. The Vertical Platform Lift is fully operational and, we are
open for business!
Our opening breakfast was held Easter morning after the Sunrise service at the Marina. Shared with
our Baptist we ate pancakes and sausages with beverages. Between twenty five and thirty people participated. Time has run out this month (April), to celebrate the tenth anniversary of our free lunch program,
but look forward to celebrating in May. The first lunch was served April 21, 2009. What a coincidence!
This is just the beginning of the new journey we are about to experience. Start with breakfast, lunch and
dinner. Add in some receptions, showers and memorials. Blend well. Sweeten to taste and enjoy the
ride!
Thank you to all who contributed and participated in any way to this HUGE project. And let us not forget
those who passed along the way. God bless.

Prayer List:


Men and women who
protect us and our freedoms.



Cody Adams, Bob Bailey, Rosamond Bennati,
John Burdick, Linda Cate, Alice Eldredge
Crosier, the Devereese Family, Clifford
Dibble, Beverly Doolen, David Flanagan,
Mary Franklin, Sarah Getman, Marilyn
Hext, Julie Hulser, infant Grayson, Dave
& Jane Jacquays, Norma Kelly, Brianna
Lawrence, Christine Lawrence, Bill Lennox, Barbara Maley, Marty March, Joan
Matteson, Pat & Marge Moylan, Patrick
O’Connor, Leah Passalacqua, Steve
Price, Bea Raux, Millie Ritter, Dale Rohrer, Sue Thomas, Susan Thuener, Angela
Traglia, Lillian Usborn, Darlene Whalen,
Ricky Wilson & mom, Gretchen



Christian Sympathy is extended to the
families of Dorothy Allison & Mel Darling who both passed away in April. A
memorial service will be held here for
Mel on June 15.

Liturgical Ministers for May
May 5—Holy Communion
Reader: Jean Smith
Greeter: George Gullis
Ushers: Kim Bigelow/Christine Lawrence
Coffee Hour: Kim/Christine
Communion Set-up Denise
Comm. Servers—Jean Smith & Warren Lennox
May 12—Mother’s Day
Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: Lynn Backus
Ushers: Christine Lawrence/Lynne Orendorf
Coffee Hour: Class Act
May 19
Reader: George Gullis
Greeter: Julie Hulser
Usher: Christine Lawrence/Jan Orendorf
Coffee Hour: The Choir
May 26
Reader: Steve Getman
Greeter: Jean Smith
Usher: Denise Goodale/Lynne Orendorf
Coffee Hour: Betty Helmer/Sandy Eldredge

To our Church Family,
We thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement and for the food that was so lovingly set out at our Dad’s Memorial.

We are truly blessed to have such caring friends and we are grateful beyond words.
The Getman Family
The HOPE Ministries Program of Catholic Charities Herkimer County is still in need of caring volunteers to
assist with older adults. HOPE Ministries is a volunteer program designed to help the frail elderly to remain
independent in their homes. Services include grocery shopping with or for, laundry assistance, light housekeeping, meal preparation, telephone reassurance, friendly visiting and non-medical transportation. If you are
interested in volunteering or know of someone who needs our help and would like more information, please
contact Lori Joy, Hope Ministries Program Coordinator (315) 894-9917 ext. 254 or
ljoy@ccherkimer.org. Thank you and God Bless!
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