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He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” Luke 21: 1
-4
Easter is the center point of the Christian Church, it is our reason for existence and
certainly the most joyful time of the year. We celebrate the resurrection and all the
promise that it holds for us and for the world, and we give thanks to God for all that
God has done for us, and God has done so much in my life and in your lives.
That’s why I think it is so fitting that we receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering at this time of year. We know that we are blessed to be a blessing, and as we
look around the world and in our own community we realize how great the needs
are around us.
In this day and age we call it an offering. We take an offering, we give our tithes
and offerings. Offering is a term that softens the meaning of giving, so we are much
more comfortable with the idea of offering. In a biblical sense though our offering is
our sacrifice to God.
We don’t like to talk about sacrifices anymore, mostly, I think, because a sacrifice
costs us something. It means we might have to do without something we want,
much less something we need. Which raises the question, what are the things we
keep in our lives that we want but don’t really need. I can answer the question for
me, but only you can answer that question for yourself.
Lent is a time of emptying, of trying to let go of the world and prepare for the resurrection. Is there something you could let go of? As I challenged everyone in
church a few Sundays ago find something you can live without and sacrifice that for
lent, then think about the cost of that thing and then think about giving that as a
part of your One Great Hour of Sharing sacrifice. I believe you will find it a worthwhile and life affirming exercise in living more simply, so that others may simply
live.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Rick

One Great Hour of Sharing
As part of our mission to share with others in need and in dire distress,
we have an opportunity again to make a difference through our gifts to
One Great Hour of Sharing.
The three programs supported by this special offering, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and Self-Development of
People (SDOP), all work in different ways to help individuals and communities in need. From
initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work together provides people
with safety, sustenance, and hope.
One Great Hour of Sharing contributions will be received throughout Lent and beyond Palm
Sunday, April 14th.
A “brochure/ envelope” for donations is included in this April newsletter. Please make checks
payable to “First Presbyterian Church of Ilion" with memo: “OGHS donation”.
Thank you for your faithful support over the years! Our OGHS goal this year is $2,000. All donations
are gratefully received.
Through our prayers and acts of kindness and sharing with others we make tangible the gracious
and abundant love of God.
- Mission Interpretation & Stewardship Committee

MISSION TRIP
“The church exists for mission, the way fire exists for burning.” Albert Schweitzer
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be a missionary, well wonder no more. The
summer the week of July 21 we will be piling into our chariots and heading to the mission
field of West Virginia to do what we can to serve God’s people there.
If you have never been on a mission trip let me assure you that it is an experience like no other. You will work hard and pray and fellowship and I promise you that you will come home
changed by the power of God. So I invite you to please clear your calendars for that week
and come and join us.
I know all the excuses, I am too busy, I am too old, I don’t have any skills. God doesn’t need
you to be young or skillful God needs you to be faithful. There is always something you can
do. Whether it be painting, or sweeping or just making sure everyone is getting enough water. So fear not, trust in God and take a little risk. Come and join us. You will be glad you did.
See Pastor Rick for any questions you may have and to get the necessary forms.
We are called to be God’s people, so go.
Pastor Rick

Liturgical Ministers for April

Prayer List:


Men and women who
protect us and our freedoms.



Cody Adams, Dorothy
Allison (Rick’s M-I-L),
Bob Bailey, Rosamond Bennati,
William Bigelow, John Burdick, Linda
Cate, Alice Eldredge Crosier,
Mel Darling, the Devereese Family,
Clifford Dibble, Beverly Doolen, David
Flanagan, Mary Franklin, Sarah Getman,
Marilyn Hext, Julie Hulser, infant Grayson, Dave & Jane Jacquays, Norma Kelly,
Dr. Aimee, Brianna Lawrence, Christine
Lawrence, Bill Lennox, Barbara Maley,
Marty March, Joan Matteson, Pat &
Marge Moylan, Patrick O’Connor,
Gary & Jan Orendorf, Leah Passalacqua,
Steve Price, Bea Raux, Millie Ritter, Dale
Rohrer, Jane & Bob Smithson, Robyn
Smithson-Damron, Sue Thomas, Susan
Thuener, Angela Traglia, Lillian Usborn,
Darlene Whalen, Ricky Wilson & mom,
Gretchen

April 7
Reader: Jean Smith
Greeter: Warren Lennox
Ushers: Lynne Orendorf & Kim Bigelow
Coffee Hour: Class Act
April 14—Palm Sunday
Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: Jean Smith
Ushers: Christine Lawrence & Denise Goodale
Coffee Hour: Betty Helmer & Denise Goodale
April 18—Maundy Thursday
Communion Setup (intinction)—Denise
Goodale (No offering, no readers)
April 21—Easter—Holy Communion
Reader: Steve Getman
Greeter: Warren Lennox
Usher: Christine Lawrence & Betty Helmer
Coffee Hour: The Choir
April 28
Reader: Joan Matteson
Greeter: George Gullis
Usher: Denise Goodale & Christine Lawrence
Coffee Hour:

LAST CALL FOR Easter Flowers
It’s time to order our Lilies, etc for Easter Sunday!
Deadline is April 5 All plants are $7.50
You may order Lilies, Daffodils, Hyacinths (Blue, Pink or White)
Mums (Yellow, Pink/Purple or White) or Tulips (Yellow, Pink, Purple or Red)
Your name __________________________________________________
In Memory/Honor of ____________________________________________
What plant(s)? _________________________________________________
What color? ___________________________________________________
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